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26th Annual Texas Leadership Forum to 
Feature Brazile and Brinkley 

The John Ben Shepperd Public Leadership Institute is a non-partisan leadership organization. Individual political views expressed 
in this newsletter, do not necessarily reflect the views of the Institute, its staff or UT Permian Basin. 

The Texas Leadership Forum always boasts an impressive slate of expert speakers to 
inform, inspire and engage attendees. This year is no exception. Featured keynote 

speakers are Donna Brazile and Dr. Douglas Brinkley. 

Veteran Democratic 
po l i ti cal  s t ra tegi s t 

Donna Brazile is an 
ad junc t  pro fe sso r, 
autho r,  syndi ca ted 

columnist, television 
political commentator, 
vice chair of Voter 

R e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d 
Participation at the Democratic National 
Committee and former chair of the DNC’s 

Voting Rights Institute. 
 
A New Orleans native, Brazile began her 
political career at the age of nine when 

she worked to elect a City Council 
candidate who had promised to build a 
playground in her neighborhood. The 

candidate won. The swing set was 
installed, and a lifelong passion for 
political progress was ignited. Brazile has 

worked on every presidential campaign 
from 1976 through 2000, when she 
served as campaign manager for former 

Vice President Al Gore, becoming the first 
African-American woman to manage a 
presidential campaign. 

 
Brazile was named among the 100 Most 
Powerful Women by Washingtonian 

magazine. She is founder and managing 
director of Brazile & Associates LLC, a 
general consulting, grassroots advocacy, 

and training firm based in Washington, 
DC. 

Dr. Douglas Brinkley is 
a professor of history at 

Rice University and a 
Fellow at the James A. 
Baker III Institute for 

Pub l i c  Pol i cy.  He 
completed his bachelor’s 
degree at Ohio State 

University and received 
his doctorate in U.S. diplomatic history 
from Georgetown University in 1989. He 

then spent a year at the U.S. Naval 
Academy and Princeton University 
teaching history. While a professor at 
Hofstra University, Brinkley spearheaded 

the American Odyssey course that 
became the progenitor of C-SPAN’s yellow 
school bus. 

 
An accomplished author, five of Brinkley’s 
books have been selected as New York 

Times Notable Books of the Year, while six 
of his most recent publications have 
become New York Times bestsellers.  He 

has chronicled the lives of several US 
Presidents including Teddy Roosevelt, 
Ronald Reagan and Gerald Ford, earning 

him the moniker of “America’s New Past 
Master” from the Chicago Tribune. 
Brinkley has edited Jack Kerouac’s diaries, 

Hunter S. Thompson’s letters and 
Theodore Dreiser’s travelogue. His work 
on civil rights includes Rosa Parks (2000) 

and the forthcoming Portable Civil Rights 
Reader. 

EARLY REGISTRATION DEADLINE EXTENDED: 
Register for the 2011 Texas Leadership Forum  

by Friday, December 17th to receive the early rate of $250! 

Register today at 

www.tlf2011.eventbrite.com 

https://www.texastribune.org/support-us/
http://www.tlf2011.eventbrite.com
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For the Latest Leadership News: 

If you want to: Then: 

Follow The Shepperd  

Public Leadership  

Institute on Twitter™  

1. Create a personal account on twitter.com 

2. When setting up your account, you will be 

prompted to “find friends”. Our user name is 
LeadTexas. Simply choose to “follow” us! 

Receive SMS text  

message alerts sent  

from The Shepperd  
Institute’s Twitter™  

account directly to  

your cell phone 

1. Text “follow LeadTexas” to 40404. 

2. You will receive a confirmation notice. You DO 

NOT need a Twitter™ account for this feature! 
 

Follow the 2011 Texas 

Leadership Forum on  

Twitter™  

1. Create a personal account on twitter.com 

2. When setting up your account, you will be 

prompted to “find friends”. Our user name is 
TLF2011. Simply choose to “follow” us! 

Receive SMS text  

message alerts sent 

from The 2011 Texas 
Leadership Forum’s  

Twitter™ account directly 

to your cell phone 

1. Text “follow TLF2011” to 40404. 

2. You will receive a confirmation notice. You DO 

NOT need a Twitter™ account for this feature! 
 

We want to keep you abreast of the latest updates, news, and events. 

Use the guide below to sign up for your choice of leadership alerts, and 

get your leadership news your way! 

The Texas Tribune is a nonprofit, nonpartisan media 
organization dedicated to informing Texans about the 
issues that matter most in the state. Through interviews 
with elected officials, extensive online databases and 
hard-hitting reporting, the Tribune works to engage 
citizens in civil discourse on topics ranging from policy 
and education to energy and health. Shepperd               
E-Leader subscribers receive a special 50% discount 
on the Enthusiast level membership. Support us and 
help build a smarter, better Texas. Register online 
today to take advantage of this unique, limited-time 
opportunity.  Use the discount code: ShepMember.   

Want Even More Leadership News: 

http://twitter.com/#!/LeadTexas
http://www.twitter.com
http://twitter.com/#!/LeadTexas
http://www.twitter.com
http://twitter.com/TLF2011
http://www.texastribune.org/
https://www.texastribune.org/support-us/login/?next=/support-us/donor-info/%3Ftype%3Djoin%26level%3Denthusiast
https://www.texastribune.org/support-us/login/?next=/support-us/donor-info/%3Ftype%3Djoin%26level%3Denthusiast

